
 

 “Building relationships with God, community and one another  
through faith and fellowship.”  

Happy New Year! 
 

This is the proclamation made annually at this time for as long as we can remember, only this time we are 
really, really hoping that 2021 is new and different and more filled with hope.  
 
As we move forward with the ministries of St. Timothy's in these challenging circumstances, I give thanks 
for all those who have pledged their financial support to the work of the church here and in the wider 
community. 
 
We also shift into the season of decision making and planning for the year in terms of maintenance and 
improvements to the church property, and in terms of shifting the lay leadership of your Vestry. Three 
members will roll off after two consecutive terms (6 years) of dedicated service: Sandy Abrams, 
Catherine Evans, and Bob Campbell. These folks have bolstered St. Timothy's organizationally through 
the rector transition and into a pandemic, which is definitely above and beyond the call of usual Vestry 
duty. I am grateful for their faithful presence, leadership, insights, guidance, and care for the assets and 
governance of this parish, and I hope you'll take a moment to thank them and to thank God for them!  
 
Our Annual Parish Meeting will still take place January 24th but in abbreviated and virtual form. Our new 
officers will be announced at the Annual Meeting, along with a brief presentation on our budget for 2021. 
With the help of a $30,000 grant from our Diocese, St. Timothy's will advance the Welcome and 
Accessibility Project, along with much-needed maintenance to our beautiful tower bells. These items are 
essential to the future of this parish, continuing our music ministry as part of the fabric of this community, 
and creating hospitable points of entry to our buildings so that all can enjoy our facilities. There are no 
elected positions to be filled at this time due to changes made in the by-laws at the end of 2019. Delegates 
to our Deanery and the Diocesan Convention will be decided later in the year by the Vestry.  
 
I encourage you to join in the Annual Meeting to hear more about the coming year of ministry through St. 
Timothy's and to engage with fellow parishioners, perhaps even those whom you haven't seen since last 
spring!  
 
Our prayer is that gathering in small groups in person will be safer again in the coming months. But 
regardless of how soon that happens, our HOPE is fixed on the presence of Jesus Christ, the God 
Incarnate among us, who unites us to himself and to each other in whatever way we can share our 
journeys. St. Timothy's online is here to stay in this era of global-local connection, and is already an 
integral part of both fledgling ministries and of long-standing partnerships such as ours with Bethany 
Lutheran. Your involvement in the electronic presence of our parish will be an important part of how we 
move forward into a post-pandemic relationship with the world around us: please prayerfully consider 
how you can support the video-oriented components of our worship and meetings in the coming months. 
 
Wherever you are and wherever 2021 takes you, remember you are loved and cherished by God and by 

St. Timothy's. Share that love with those around you however you can! 
 



 PAGE 2                                                                           THE CH IME S                                                  JANUARY /FEBR UARY  2021  

                    St. Timothy’s 2020 
                                -Rev. Dr. Bonnie McCrickard 
 

St. Timothy’s was faced with a significant change in course in early 
March, when our Bishop called for all parishes to cease in-person 
gatherings to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Soon it became clear 
that the rest of the Lenten season, and Easter would need to be done 
differently. We have come nearly full-circle, with Lent beginning in 6 
short weeks. Our buildings have been quiet, but the parish of St. 
Timothy’s remained open to the movement of the Holy Spirit. And 
while extremely difficult, the past 10 months have brimmed with 
opportunity for growth, connection, learning, and ministry far beyond 
what we had imagined! 
 

What did ministry look like at St. Timothy’s in 2020? 
 5 people baptized/confirmed/received as official members 
 5 new groups and programs launched: Book Club, Vestry Forum during Coffee Hour, Mini-

Retreats, Graduation  
 Parades, Thanksgiving Food Drive for Steppingstones Scholars 
 3 new ministries in development related to prayer practices, racial justice, and caregiving 
 7 groups, programs, or events that continued and/or shifted to virtual: Sunday Morning Bible 

Study, Wednesday Nights with Bethany Lutheran, Young Adults (married and single), Cookie 
Exchange and Party, Christmas Gifts for Barnes Mountain and Northlight, Girl Scouts 
Thanksgiving Food Donation, Memorial Day Commemoration 

 2 special musical offerings online: Organ, choir, and tower bells concerts on July 4 and Christmas 
Day 

 Special liturgies offered online: Stations of the Cross, The Annunciation to Mary, All Saints’ Day, 
and Pentecost 

 Blessing of the Pets in person in the churchyard was held Oct. 4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Morning and Evening Prayer held in-person outside Sept-Nov. 
 2 major new children’s ministries: artwork from children of the 

parish sent to RMH and published in the Chimes; Advent-In-A-
Bag distributed to families with young children 

 Improvements to the parish finances: Diocese of PA Grant for the Welcome & Accessibility 
Project; Steppingstone Scholars as new tenants; successful audit completed; online giving portals 
established 

 Staff: PPP Grant acquired to maintain current staffing level; each individual enhancing 
communication about space usage, scheduling, and public health protection measures 

 Rector: Graduated with Doctorate in June; elected Dean of Wissahickon Deanery and alternate 
delegate to General Convention, representing Diocese of PA 
 

Finn Burroughs-Wood enjoying 
Advent-In-A-Bag 
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Lent in COVID-time 
 

 
Last year, we began Lent together with Ash Wednesday services, acknowledging our frailties 
as I imposed ashes on your foreheads with the words, "Remember you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return." Then we shared communion, followed by the Great Litany on the first 
Sunday of Lent, and on Wednesdays we returned to our annual partnership with Bethany 
Lutheran and St. Alban's for simple soup suppers and a program. 
 
Then the pandemic hit like a ton of bricks, and we pivoted into connecting in new ways.  
We are so blessed that our continuing as a worshipping community has been adapted to the 
current situation, and we are hammering out the various forms of Lenten practices we will 
share this year. More details on dates/times/links will be sent out in early February, but here's 
a sampling of what is ahead: 
 

 Wednesday night programs we share with Bethany Lutheran will also continue at 
7:00pm on Zoom, using a new curriculum from Living Compass called "Living Well 
Through Lent."    

 

 Ash Wednesday service will be available on Facebook, just like our regular Sunday 
services. 

 

 Ashes-to-Go, a long-standing practice in many places even pre-pandemic, will be 
made available to parishioners and anyone who desires this remembrance of human 
mortality. 

 

 Virtual live Ash Wednesday evening liturgy with Bethany Lutheran on Zoom. 
 

 Lenten Quiet Day Retreat on Zoom will be Feb. 20 -- contact Mother Bonnie for info 
and to register. 

 

 Materials for marking Lenten time and preparing for Easter will be available to 
parishioners both online and in print upon request. 

 
 
The Great Litany and Stations of the Cross will be available online for your own spiritual 
practice and reflection.  
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Lenten “Pray”tzel Prayer  
 

 

 
As we observe the season of Lent, we reflect on the traditions that have been passed  
down over the years and often wonder about their history and background. Two of these  
traditions are fasting and prayer. During Lent in the 600’s, it was not a choice, it was the  
law for people to fast and not eat eggs, milk, and fat. Because of this law, a monk had an 
idea and made the first pretzels using water, flour and salt. The common way to pray  at 
that time was to hold your arms over your chest so he decided to shape the pretzels to 
look like the folded arms. Pretzels became a traditional food for Lent in the Middle Ages. 
The Latin word for pretzel is “bracellae” meaning little arms. The Germans called them 
“bretzels”. Today both hard and soft pretzels still have this shape.  

Telling this story in our families can be a memorable way to introduce the rituals and  
traditions we recognize in our homes and congregations at this time of year. You can  
make soft pretzels together, buy frozen ones to bake, or get a bag of hard pretzels as a  
visual while talking about prayer. Suggested things to talk about:  

• When do you pray? (home, bedtime, morning)  

• What do you pray for? (thanks, praise, ask)  

• How do you pray? (hands folded, open, or across your body)  

 
After taking time to talk about ways we pray and when we pray, think of how a pretzel  
snack can be used during Lent and other times of the year as a reminder to take a  
moment to pray.  

 
Adapted from the original by Debbie Streicher and Buildfaith.org for this resource. 
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Anniversaries 
 

01/06   Bob & Bernadette Campbell 
02/26   Matthew & Bonnie McCrickard 
  

   February Birthdays 
 

02/10   John Doherty 
02/13   Chris Gill 
02/16   Ethan Wang 
02/20   Pat Fitzsimmons 

        

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
For January & February 

  

     January Birthdays  
 

01/15   Janice Fetscher 
01/23   Heather Sheridan  
01/25   Kim Eberle-Wang 

St. Timothy’s  

VIRTUAL LIFE! 
 
Here's how you can make St. Tim’s part of your everyday life:  
 

  Sunday Worship is available Sunday mornings after 6:00 am 
 Eastern time at  St. Tim's Facebook Page   (facebook.com/sttimsrox) 
 You don’t need a Facebook account to view! 
 

  The full text worship leaflet is available at sttimsrox.com/worship  
 

  Sunday Bible Study at 9:30am in our Zoom Room:   
  https://zoom.us/j/9819784153 
 

  Virtual Coffee Hour at 10:30am in our Zoom Room:   
  https://zoom.us/j/9819784153 
 

  Wednesday night programs. Currently studying “Celebrating the 
 Saints” with our friends at Bethany Lutheran. Email 
 sttimsrector14@gmail.com for link to this class.    
 

* St. Timothy's Church Zoom Room:  https://zoom.us/j/9819784153 
  

  Meeting ID: 981 978 4153 
  Audio only: 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

THANK YOU! 
 

Dear Vestry and People of St. Timothy’s, 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our work here in the mountains. With no 
mission trips this year our budget has been severely hurt. Your gift will help us 
keep the heat on so we can continue our food pantry. 
 

May your year be Blessed. 
 

Fr. Bryant Kibler 
Barnes Mountain KY 

http://www.facebook.com/sttimsrox
http://sttimsrox.com/worship
https://zoom.us/j/9819784153
https://zoom.us/j/9819784153
https://zoom.us/j/9819784153
https://zoom.us/j/9819784153
mailto:sttimsrector14@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/9819784153


 

In preparation for Easter, we "bury" our Alleluias. You can take this page and color or deco-
rate as you'd like. Perhaps you can write on the picture the names of people whose lives you 
are especially thankful for! Then fold it up and hide it somewhere until Easter.  
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St. Timothy’s Staff & Vestry Members 
 
Parish Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Bonnie McCrickard, Rector 
Dr. Seunghee Cho, Minister of Music 
Janice Fetscher, Parish Administrator 
Mark Sullivan, Sexton 

Contact us at: 
Phone: 215-483-1529 
Website: sttimsrox.com 
Email: sttimsrox@outlook.com 

2020 Vestry 
Sandy Abrams; Ken Burgess; Bob Campbell (Rector’s Warden);  Kim Eberle-Wang; Catherine 
Evans (Treasurer); Ann Greene; John Kracker; Paul LaFollette; Michael Shockey (Secretary);  
Lynn Tomko (Accounting Warden); Ethel Wesley   
 

2021 Vestry 
Ethel Wesley - Rector’s Warden 

Lynn Tomko - Accounting Warden 
Paul LaFollette - Treasurer 

Michael Shockey - Secretary 
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11/5-6  Diocesan Convention 
11/7 All Saints Sunday 
11/7 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
11/28  Advent 1 
12/5  Advent 2  
12/12  Advent 3  
12/19  Advent 4  
12/24 Christmas Eve  
12/25  Christmas Day  

2021 PARISH CALENDAR  
(Due to COVID19, this is a tentative calendar. Keep an eye on your email for updates. 

All worship services will continue to be virtual until Bishop Daniel Gutiérrez advises differently.) 

1/24  Virtual Annual Meeting 
2/17  Ash Wednesday  
3/28 Palm Sunday 
3/14 Daylight Savings Time 
4/1 Maundy Thursday 
4/2  Good Friday 
4/3 Great Vigil 
4/4 Easter Sunday 
7/4  4th of July  
10/2  Blessing of Pets  



 


