
 

 “Building relationships with God, community and one another  
through faith and fellowship.”  

“And the Word became flesh and dwelled among us…” This phrase from the Gospel of John is 
often read around Christmas. It’s a good reminder that the WORD (logos in ancient Greek) is a 
person, the Son, one of the three persons of the Trinity, whom we know as Jesus. The WORD 
was present “In the beginning…” and is present now, and always will be. The words of God 
come through humans in the form of scripture and the ongoing revelation of Godself in each 
of us. The WORD of God is alive and coming into history at Christmas, and into our hearts with 
every breath. 

This season is also an excellent time to consider how we use our words, those sounds and 
written figures that come out of us effortlessly at times, sometimes with little caution or 
realization of their impact. For example, when we say “fixing,” we might think of repair, but it 
can also be a word of preparation, like fixing a meal. When we talk about “church,” we refer to 
more than the building or the worship service on Sunday. Are there words we need to 
consider in this Advent season so that we might be more aware of the WORD in us and among 
us? 

Every year, The Episcopal Church launches an international Advent Calendar on social media 
(#AdventWord). Each day a new meditation or image is published, spurring conversation and 
contemplation that can be shared around the globe. As I write this, the word for today, 
December 1 is “path,” which brings to my mind the circuitous path that brought me to St. 
Timothy’s, and where God might be leading us on that path into the future. 

On January 30, 2022, our Annual Parish Meeting will be held immediately following the 10:30 
service. This will be an opportunity for us to reflect on the past year and to consider what lies 
ahead for us as a community of faith. What ministries are we called to grow and extend? 
Where should our resources of time and talent be deployed? Who needs the loving care of this 
faith community, in big and small ways, right now? How are we called to put our selves on the 
path of God’s leading? 

We have much to be thankful for, and much to ponder during these days of Advent. I invite 
you to pray for each other as a community of believers, that we may be attuned to the WORD 
working in us and around us, and that we may have the courage to turn our own words into 
actions. I wish you a blessed Christmas and a joyful beginning to the new year! 

God’s Peace, 
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ADVENT / CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE  
 

 
Dec. 16 9am-3pm Cookie Exchange Drop-Off 
 

Dec. 19 11:30am Greening of the Church 
 

Dec. 21 9am-3pm  Cookie Exchange Pick-up Day 
     7-9 pm  Cookie Exchange Pick-up Party 
 

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve  
                  4:00 pm Early Service 
                10:10 pm   Carols & Hymns 
            10:30 pm Late Service 
 

Dec. 25   10:30 am  Christmas Day Service 
 

Dec. 26    10:30 am  One Service Only   

NORTH LIGHT 
ADOPT-A-FAMILY PROGRAM 

 
North Light Community Center has provided St. Timothy’s with 8 families (with 1 to 3 
family members each) to be adopted this year. Each family has provided their wish list with 
descriptions. Most of the families have young children who, without our generosity, would 
go without presents this year.  
 
If you would like to adopt a family, please contact the parish office and we will get the 
information to you. We will distribute the families on a first come/first serve bases. North 
Light asks that each package be wrapped and labeled. The deadline for packages to be 
delivered to North Light is Friday, December 17th. If you cannot deliver your gifts directly 
to North Light, please bring them to St. Timothy’s no later than Wednesday, December 15th.  

HOLIDAY FOOD COLLECTION FOR NORTH LIGHT 
 

St. Timothy’s is collecting “Holiday Food”, including frozen turkeys, to be distributed by 
North Light Community Center to our neighbors in need.  
 
Suggested items to donate: Mashed Potatoes Mix, Noodles, Stuffing Mix, Canned Corn, 
Canned Green Beans, Canned Peas, Canned Yams, Canned Jellied Cranberry Sauce (not 
whole), Gravy, Jell-O, Pudding, Canned Milk, Packaged Milk Powder 
 
Canned items should be pop-tops whenever possible.  
 
Pantry staples and special items are also welcomed: cooking oil, spices, sugar, flour, cornmeal, 
cake mix & canned frosting.  
 

Your contributions can be dropped off on Sundays or Mon.-Fri. 9am-3pm 
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CHRISTMAS IN 
BARNES MOUNTAIN, KENTUCKY 

 
St. Timothy's, Roxborough will be helping St. Timothy's, Barnes Mountain again this year with 
their Christmas needs. If you would like to contribute financially, (no gift cards.)  
Checks can be sent to:   

St. Timothy's 
PO Box 656, 

Irvine, KY 40336 
 

If you would like to send gifts, please choose gifts for children birth to 14 years old, non-gender 
specific. NO hats/scarves, etc - they have already received a generous supply. 
Gifts should be sent directly to:   

St. Timothy's, 
c/o Bryant Kibler 
607 Highway 1746 
Irvine, KY 40336 

 

SUPPORT ST. TIMOTHY’S  
SIMPLY BY SHOPPING! 

  
Do you use Amazon? If so, then you can help our parish earn extra income by shopping 

through AmazonSmile! AmazonSmile is a website operate by Amazon with e same products, 

prices and shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of 

eligible products to St. Timothy’s.  

 

Getting started is simple: 

1) Go to smile.amazon.com. 

2) You will be asked to select an organization. Please select  

Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Roxborough  

3) Add smile.amazon.com.to your bookmarks so that you always come back to the same site.   

  

That's it! It may not sound like much but if were to take all your online shopping and multiply 

it by all the families at our parish it can really add up. So please make sure to spread the word 

and ask your friends and family to select St. Timothy's as their own AmazonSmile charity as 

well! Please remember, only purchases made through AmazonSmile will be eligible. 

  

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
 - Ethel Wesley 

 
 

The second session of "Sunday on Saturday" was held in early November. Our class looked at 
the journey of Abraham and Sarah, then followed their descendants into Egypt. We discussed 
favorite meals that we enjoy each day and at special events throughout the year. The Exodus 
from Egypt had winners and losers on both sides. Reading scripture helped us understand the 
story. We looked at a pyramid of who had power and who didn't.  The question was: Where are 
you on that pyramid? 
 
The longer class time gave the students a chance to practice acolyte duties, work on an art 
project, complete an outreach project, and to puzzle over a puzzle. The class will be held once 
again on Saturday, December 11th at 10:00 am. We hope the students will join the congregation 
for the "Greening of the Church" as we get ready for Christmas. 
 
The "soft area" is open each Sunday for our youngest church members. Additional crafts will be 
in place as we move through the church year. We hope to continue to be a welcoming place for 
children of all ages. 
 

Dates: 
Saturday, December 11th - 10:00 am class  
Sunday, December 19th - Greening of the church 
Saturday, January 15th - 10:00 am class 
Monday, January 17th - MLK Day of Service 
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ST. TIMOTHY’S COOKIE EXCHANGE 
 
To participate in this year's Cookie Exchange: 
 

Contact Claire Morgan (romckm@aol.com), or sign-up in parish hall, by 
Sunday, December 12th, if you would like to participate . Participants 
should make 8 dozen cookies, bagging 6 cookies in individual packages/bags. 
 

Bring them to St. Tim's Parish Hall, placing one package in each box provided.  
 

Drop-off: Thursday Dec. 16 - 9am-3pm & 7-9pm 
Pickup: Tuesday Dec. 21 - 9am-3pm & 7-9pm  

 

For those who would like to attend, there will be a “Cookie Pick-up Party” Tuesday, December 
21st 7-9 pm in Parish Hall. 
 

If you would like to share your cookie recipes, email to the parish office by Dec. 21 and we will 
publish them in an upcoming edition of THE CHIMES! 

December  
12/04  Maisie Shaw 
12/16  Eve Ramos 
12/17  Pat Grow 
12/18  Donna Backus 
12/20  Sabrina Wang 
12/22  Mary Summers 
12/24  Linda Birch 
12/24  Bill Roberts 
12/30  Larry Birch 
 

   Anniversaries 
 

 
12/29   Steve & Lynn Nedzwecky  
01/06   Bob & Bernadette Campbell 

Birthdays  

January 
01/15   Janice Fetscher 
01/18   Michael Shockey 
01/20 Thanice Petrak 
01/23   Heather Sheridan  
01/25   Kim Eberle-Wang 

ST. TIMOTHY’S BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

THE CHOIR IS BACK 
- John Kracker 

 
The Choir is back and will be singing more, such as service music and some anthems again.  
We are hoping more members return to sing again!   
 
The organ work continues, working toward improving its flexibility and accessibility for service 
work. We are so very fortunate to have such a beautiful pipe organ to support our services. If 
you have questions or comments about the organ or our music program, please let me know. I'm 
grateful for the opportunity to serve our parish as Music Chair on the Vestry. 
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           ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
  

2021 reports from parish ministries, committees and activities are to be 
sent to the Parish Office no later than Friday, January 14th. These reports 
make up the Annual Report of the Parish for 2021 and will be presented to 
the congregation at the Annual meeting. 

Christmas Memorial & Thanksgiving Flowers 
 
Each Christmas, St. Timothy’s Parish Altars and Shrines are decorated 
with the quiet beauty of flowers, offered in memory of loved ones or in 
thanksgiving for God’s Blessings. 
 

If you would like to donate flowers, please email or send your list of memorials for 
deceased family members and friends, as well as thanksgivings for blessings received, to 
the parish office by Friday, December 10th.  These names will appear on our Christmas 
memorial listing on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
 
Please send your donation for the flowers by check, payable to “St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church”, Note: "Christmas Flowers" on the memo line.  Mail to: St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church at 5720 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19128-1734 and mark the envelope 
“Attn: Altar Guild”. 

Did you know? 
 
December 6 is the feast day of St. Nicholas, a fourth-century bish-
op from Myra, in what is now Turkey; he’s the patron saint of chil-
dren and sailors, renowned for his generosity. In many parts of the 
world, on the evening of December 5th, children put their shoes 
just outside their houses’ front doors — and during the night, it is 
said, St. Nicholas fills the shoes with presents such as sweets, 
chocolate coins, fruit, and nuts, to be enjoyed the next day. The 
figure of Santa Claus developed out of the tradition of St. Nicholas, 
and the custom of hanging stockings, perhaps, is a cozy homage to 
the placement of shoes outside. 

“On Christmas Eve, it’s as if the world stops and looks at the church and says,  
 

‘What do you have to say?’”  
 

- Mack Strange  
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2022 Annual Meeting  

& Vestry Elections 

  

 

On January 30th, we will celebrate the Feast of our Patron, St. Timothy. On that day, 
immediately following the service we will meet for our Annual Meeting. At that time we will 
review our accomplishments for 2021 and look ahead at what is planned for 2022. Everyone, 
regardless of how long you have been involved or attending is encouraged to attend the 
meeting, which takes about 90 minutes.  
  
As part of the meeting we will elect new members to the Vestry. There are no Vestry members 
rotating off this year. Paul LaFollette and Michael Shockey have served one term and will seek 
reelection. We currently have 2 vacancies. We thank them for their excellent service.  
   
All parishioners are encouraged to attend. A list of voting members will be posted at least one 
week prior to the meeting for your review. If you have any questions about the list, or if you are 
not sure of your eligibility to vote, please contact Mother Bonnie directly.  
  

*  *  * 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
Because we value our traditions as well as our shared life together in this parish, it is important 
that we honor the many different ways that people can be involved at St. Tim's. As we approach 
our Annual Parish Meeting, I want to clarify a few important points about our life together 
specific to voting eligibility:  
  
1.  Everyone is welcome to attend the Annual Meeting, so that all can hear the blessings of 2021 
and the hopes for the ministry of the coming year.  
  
2.  The Canons of The Episcopal Church (church laws) specify, and our parish bylaws support 
the following criteria for voting. All 5 items below are requirements to vote in this year's 
Annual Meeting, however, all in attendance may have a voice at this meeting: 
  
 A)   People who have had their confirmation through St. Tim’s, or who have transferred 

their  confirmation to St. Tim’s via reception,  
 B)  are regularly receiving communion at St. Tim’s (at least 3 times/year) 
 C)  are regularly giving to the parish in some fashion (at least $5.00/year in 2020 and 2021) 
 D)  are active participants in other facets of the life and ministry of St. Tim’s  
 E)  are at least 17 years old 
  
Here is the citation from the St. Timothy's Parish ByLaws: "... shall be persons of the age of 
seventeen years or upwards who shall have been worshipers in this Church as their usual place 
of public worship for at least one year, and who shall appear by the books of the Corporation to 
have contributed to the support of the General Treasury in the amount of no less than five 
dollars ($5.00) during each of the two years prior according to the system of donation 
established by the Finance Committee of the Parish." 
  
Still have questions or concerns? Please contact Mother Bonnie directly and she will walk you 
through it! 
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CHRISTMAS SPARROW 
 

The first thing I heard this morning 

was a rapid flapping sound, soft, insistent— 

wings against glass as it turned out 

downstairs when I saw the small bird 

rioting in the frame of a high window, 

trying to hurl itself through 

the enigma of glass into the spacious light. 

Then a noise in the throat of the cat 

who was hunkered on the rug 

told me how the bird had gotten inside, 

carried in the cold night 

through the flap of a basement door, 

and later released from the soft grip of teeth. 

On a chair, I trapped its pulsations 

in a shirt and got it to the door, 

so weightless it seemed 

to have vanished into the nest of cloth. 

But outside, when I uncupped my hands, 

it burst into its element, 

dipping over the dormant garden 

in a spasm of wingbeats 

then disappeared over a row of tall hemlocks. 

For the rest of the day, 

I could feel its wild thrumming 

against my palms as I wondered about 

the hours it must have spent 

pent in the shadows of that room, 

hidden in the spiky branches 

of our decorated tree, breathing there 

among the metallic angels, ceramic apples, stars 

of yarn, 

its eyes open, like mine as I lie in bed tonight 

picturing this rare, lucky sparrow 

tucked into a holly bush now, 

a light snow tumbling through the windless dark.  

 

- Billy Collins 
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ST. TIMOTHY’S  
WELCOME AND ACCESSIBILITY PROJECT 
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The start of our Welcome and Accessibility Project is approaching. These are 2 of the 
architect’s renderings of the project. If you would like to donate toward the project or if you 
have any questions, please contact Mother Bonnie at sttimsrector14@gmail.com. 
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EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT  

ST. TIMOTHY’S 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE STUDY FOR ADULTS - hybrid in person & zoom - in the library at 

9:15am before the service. All are welcome, no preparation required.  

 

OUR ONLINE WORSHIP is available each Sunday morning after  7:00 am Eastern on our  St. 

Tim's Facebook Page (no sign in required!) The full worship recording and text worship leaflet are 

available at sttimsrox.com/worship .  

 

MID-WEEK MORNING PRAYER - Morning Prayer is held every Wednesdays @ 8:30am  

ST. TIMOTHY’S STAFF & VESTRY MEMBERS 
 

Parish Staff 
 

 The Very Rev. Dr. Bonnie McCrickard, Rector; Janice Fetscher, Parish Administrator;  
 Mark Sullivan, Sexton 
 
2021 Vestry: 
 

 Ken Burgess; Kim Eberle-Wang; Ann Greene; John Kracker;  
 Paul LaFollette - Treasurer; Michael Shockey - Secretary;  
 Lynn Tomko - Accounting Warden; Ethel Wesley - Rector’s Warden 
 
Contact us at: 
 

 215-483-1529  
 www.sttimsrox.com  
 sttimothyrox@gmail.com  
 facebook.com/sttimsrox 
 
 Rev. Dr. McCrickard is off on Fridays. If you have a pastoral emergency, first contact  
 the church office 215-483-1529. If it is a weekend or after the office is closed at 3:00pm  
 on weekdays, please call 215-530-9878. 
 

 

 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsttimsrox&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd86d97b5971d4f44d58b08d8dda6900d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637503054749264871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjo
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsttimsrox&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd86d97b5971d4f44d58b08d8dda6900d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637503054749264871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjo
https://www.sttimsrox.com/our-worship-during-covid-19

