
 

 “Building relationships with God, community and one another  
through faith and fellowship.”  

THE CHIMES  
AUGUST / SEPTEMBER  / OCTOBER  2022  

The Church is hard at work this summer, at home and abroad! Inside this issue of the Chimes you’ll find information 
on some key items from the 80th General Convention of The Episcopal Church. As you may know, The Episcopal 
Church was formed by many of the same people who established the United States as a new nation. Thus, our process 
of determining our common life as a denomination is similar to that of Congress as a bi-cameral representative body, 
with a House of Bishops and a House of Deputies (lay and ordained).  

Much of the legislative work of both houses at GC80 was about how we live into our Baptismal Promises and the call 
of Jesus into the Way of Love, but some of our effort required agreement on funding to support that work. Part of 
every financial offering you make to St. Timothy’s goes to uphold the mission of the wider church through our own 
Diocese of Pennsylvania and through The Episcopal Church as a whole. It’s inspiring to consider that our local 
generosity can reach to the ends of the earth with Christ’s love in this way! 

I was elected as an alternate clergy Deputy (representative) to this Convention (GC80, as we call it), then in early 
July, I was called upon to be a full Deputy for the duration of the GC in July in Baltimore. Part of the role of those 
elected representatives is to interpret what happens at the local level to the larger body and vice versa – a job I take 
seriously and also enjoy immensely! Your deputation from the Diocese of PA was, I believe, reflective of the best 
intentions and biggest hearts in our congregations, and I’m grateful to have served you, our church, and our God in 
this particular way. 

Over the next two years, every diocese will work with clergy and lay leaders to explore and implement the desires 
expressed by GC80 legislation. This may take the form of focus or study groups, educational opportunities, reporting 
from committees, and other tasks that build both relationships and knowledge. Many of the steps toward healing of 
racial, economic, gender-based, and other divisions have already begun, even as far back as the late 1980s; it will 
continue as part of our response to our call to demonstrate that belovedness in and through our community. For 
example, the Diocese of PA regularly convenes clergy and lay people into important conversations about how 
“othering” deeply wounds the Body of Christ. St. Timothy’s takes part in these conversations, too, and as a result, this 
parish is becoming better known in the community as a place of welcome and hospitality.  

Also, you may have heard about The Lambeth Conference in England, which is a gathering of all bishops across the 
entire Anglican Communion. We are all linked around the world through our shared roots in the Church of England 
and the Book of Common Prayer (hence the title “common”), yet we are still so different. The Lambeth Conference 
takes place every 10 years (the pandemic postponed it to 12 this go around), and there’s been quite a buzz about what 
issues the bishops would tackle in terms of policy-making. Through the context of daily prayer, Bible study, and 
fellowship among bishops, hearts and minds opened, while they considered how to emphasize God-given human 
dignity in a hurting world. The learnings from Lambeth will be brought back to us through our bishop and future 
communications across The Episcopal Church, so that we, too, can consider our role in bringing about God’s dream 
for the world.  

All of the work of GC80 and Lambeth comes about through RELATIONSHIP, which is what God desires to have 
with each of us, and for us to have with one another. I commend to your prayers the ongoing connections among 
church leaders throughout the world as they seek to proclaim the Way of Love to everyone! 

God’s Peace, 
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80th General Convention of The Episcopal Church 

 
 
Four lay persons (plus alternates) and four clergy from the diocese of PA participated in our 
denomination’s 80th General Convention (GC80) a couple of weeks ago in Baltimore. It was 
spectacular to see Episcopalians of all kinds from literally around the globe, as our 
denomination includes a convocation of churches in Europe, Taiwan, and parts of Ecuador, to 
name a few. Together we worshiped, prayed, listened, debated, and voted on rules and 
guidelines that shape our common life as Episcopalians.  
 
We worked on many resolutions, but here are a few historic and groundbreaking things that 
were addressed: 
 

 Racial Equity –They committed to the following: 
 Investigate what is causing The Episcopal Church’s leadership 

positions not to be more representative of people of color and 
report back to the 81st General Convention a plan for overcoming 
those obstacles; 

 Encourage the creation of a leadership position in each diocesan 
administration whose specific role is to address the societal issues 
that disproportionately affect black and brown people; 

 Encourage such diocesan actions to ensure that people of color who 
dedicate their time, finances, and energy to sustain local parishes 
earn that recognition and a pathway to leadership; 

 Encourage that all dioceses budget resources for and audit the 
adequacy of anti-racism training for all clergy, lay leaders, and 
staff; 

 Explore how the Diocese of Maryland Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission can serve as a model in other dioceses; 

 Examine discernment and ordination processes and require 
participation by black and brown people on nominating 
committees, commissions on ministry, discernment committees and 
any other entity involved in identifying, affirming and overseeing 
the diocesan process for ordination; 

 Mandate that anti-racism training must openly address what white 
privilege and white supremacy means and the impact they have had 
on people of color. 

 
 Indigenous and First Nations People: Given the known history of the role of the 

Episcopal Church oppressing people indigenous to North America, the GC80 Resolved 
to:   

 Acknowledge the intergenerational trauma caused by the Doctrine of 
Discovery, colonialism, genocide, ethnocide through the operation of 
Indigenous boarding schools, and other systems of white supremacy 
that have oppressed Indigenous peoples;  

 Executive Council to follow the lead of Indigenous communities and 
invest in community-based spiritual healing centers that will work to 
address the effect of intergenerational trauma by providing mental 
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health and substance abuse counseling, traditional forms of healing, 
family counseling, and other services and support desired by local 
communities; and be it further 

 The Episcopal Church will support federal legislation to create a truth 
and healing commission on Indian boarding school policy, consistent 
with the Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior and its efforts to “shed light on the 
traumas of the past;”  

 To fund the above efforts over the next 10 years.  
 

 
 Two women were elected to House of Deputies (HOD) leadership: A Latina layperson 

was elected President of the HOD, and an Indigenous/First Nations priest was elected 
Vice-President of HOD. These positions are the Episcopal Church’s equivalent to 
Speaker of the House, and they will provide both pastoral and logistical leadership 
toward the next GC. These individuals represent populations within The Episcopal 
Church who have historically been marginalized and muted; thus their current 
presence in leadership brings to bear previously hidden gifts which God calls forth in 
leading the church.  
 

 Electronic meetings and voting before convention approved: This might not sound 
controversial, but the world has experienced the pandemic as pushing us toward virtual 
means of gathering, discussion, and decision-making. Online meetings enabled many 
who were ill, unable to travel, or far away to gather virtually for important debate on 
every report and resolution that came before GC80. Such online meetings were often 
scheduled at times that also precluded participation by persons whose work 
environments or schedules didn’t allow time or online access for church business prior 
to the in-person meeting of the Convention.  

 
 Background: Prior to 2020, the General Convention and it’s ancillary 

meetings and committees lasted nearly two weeks. The commitment 
and time away from work or family for church business, plus the 
expense of travel and lodging, had prevented many Episcopalians from 
participating in previous General Conventions. Thus a disparity grew 
between who was representing and whom they represented, resulting 
in lesser-resourced dioceses and populations being underrepresented 
for in-person debate and voting. This was a known problem; the 
pandemic forced a shift toward a bare-minimum in-person quorum for 
GC80, culminating in greater participation by many previously 
underrepresented groups, both in-person and online.  

 
If you’d like to know more about the 400+ resolutions covered during GC80, you can see 
the whole “virtual binder” of materials here: https://www.vbinder.net/menu?
house=HD&lang=en 
 
Keep in mind this is only what took place in the House of Deputies! The Journal of the 
General Convention will be published at a later date and will include EVERYTHING that 
was covered in those four very intense days.  

https://www.vbinder.net/menu?house=HD&lang=en
https://www.vbinder.net/menu?house=HD&lang=en
https://www.generalconvention.org/about-gc80
https://www.generalconvention.org/about-gc80
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
- Ethel Wesley 

 
"In Him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name." 

Psalm 13:21 
 
Our "Sunday on Saturday" class continued right into the month of June. We continued to 
follow the journey of God's people into the promised land. Even though they had worked hard 
to be faithful to their covenant with Yahweh, the Israelites wanted the same life as their 
neighbors; they wanted a king. Against the advice of the prophets, the people demanded ( just 
like little children ) for a king to lead them. Saul was anointed and before they knew it, the 
same pyramid of power had returned, similar to the one they had left behind in Egypt. The 
class has enjoyed using “Manna and Mercy" to help with their lessons. Art projects, time for 
prayer, and time to play a game or two has helped all of us grow in the Lord. We will continue 
this once-a-month format when school opens in September. Meeting from 10 a.m. to noon 
allows us time for a variety of activities, without rushing, that cannot be done on a Sunday 
morning. 
 

VACATION BIBLE (VB-US) SCHOOL 
 

" Let the righteous rejoice in the Lord and take refuge in Him…” 
Psalm 64:10 

 
VB ”US” continued the topic of "Stewardship" again this summer. Meeting on four 
Wednesday's, from late July into early August, M.J., Bobbi, and Raylynn Berry along with 
John Kracker, Carl Knapp, Jr., and Mother Bonnie prayed, played, studied, sang, and created 
art together. With the definition of stewardship  as caring, trustworthiness, and action each of 
us realized that we were all involved with stewardship as members of the parish. There was 
plenty of time for laughter, music, and discovery as we learned about the life of St. Hubert, St. 
Margaret of Scotland, St. Michael, and Dorcas. All of these saints can be found on a stained 
glass window in the church.  
 
We were also blessed by a visit from a faithful steward who has traveled outside of the U.S. to 
help others in Haiti, Chile, Jamaica, and Guatemala. Ginny Kaufmann told us about her work 
as a nurse, the children she met, and their living conditions. Ginny shared photos and stories of 
the day-to-day experiences she has witnessed in these travels. All of us asked many questions 
as we learned new things about missionary work in our day and time. Thank you, Ginny for 
sharing your time with us.  (Copies of Ginny’s Mission Journal are available through the parish 
office.) 
 
We are grateful for the time we had to spend together. We learned new art skills, sang new 
songs, and appreciated the beauty of St. Timothy's church. Many thanks to choir members John 
Kracker and Carl Knapp, Jr. for venturing along with us again this summer. Thanks to Janice 
Fetscher and Mark Sullivan for helping to make the four sessions run smoothly. Thanks to 
Mother Bonnie for joining us each time for fellowship and fun. 
 
A quote from Marian Wright Edelman: 

"Oh, God, help us to be worthy of the children you have entrusted to our care." 
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St. Timothy’s Calendar Events!! 
 
 
AUGUST 
 
 
 

 
Welcome St. Tim’s New Organist & Choir Director 

Sunday, August 28  
 

Join us for worship on Sunday, August 28th at 9:30am as our new Organist 
and Choir Director, Luke Staisiunas, plays his first service at St. Timothy's. 
Following our service, there will be a special coffee hour to welcome Luke. 
 
 
 
 
 
AND 
 

 
 
 

Special Blessing for Backpacks 
 

The first day of school is fast approaching for everyone going back to school, 
daycare, etc. To start your school year off, Mother Bonnie will be offering a 
special blessing for your backpacks, computers and school supplies during 
worship on August 28th. 
 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 
 

    Sunday, September 11  
 

Fall Worship Schedule Begins 
 

 8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9:15am Bible Study 
 10:30am Holy Eucharist Rite II 
      Followed by Coffee Hour 
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OCTOBER 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued ——> 
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St. Timothy’s Annual 

Flower Arranging Workshop 
 

October 15, 2022 
10am - 2pm 

Cost: $30 
 

Our guest Floral Designer, Kevin Shaw, will introduce us to the techniques used in 
flower design, and teach us how we can create beautiful arrangements for 

birthdays, holidays and other occasions. 
 
 

Coffee, danish, and a box lunch will be provided, along with everything needed to 
create your own arrangement. Remember to bring your own scissors and a 

container.  
 

Seating is limited!  Reservations required.  
 

Complete the form below and return it to St. Timothy’s by October 10th. 
Make checks payable to:  

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church (Note: Flower Workshop) 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

ST. TIMOTHY’S FLOWER ARRANGING WORKSHOP 
OCTOBER 15, 2022   10AM - 2PM 

Cost:  $30 
 

Please reserve my place at the workshop: 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Name  (PLEASE PRINT) 

 
 
(____)______-________________     ____________________________@_______________ 
Contact Phone #    Email 
 

 
Contact the parish office at St. Timothy’s if you have questions: 

 call 215-483-1529 or email sttimothyrox@gmail.com  

OCTOBER 

mailto:sttimothyrox@gmail.com
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All Saints’ Day 
 

On Sunday, November 6th our parish will celebrate The 
Feast of A ll Saints and All Faithful Departed. Please send 
the names of your departed loved ones to the church 
office by November 1st and we will include them in the 
printed memorial bulletin.  

 
 
And join us after the service for the 
 
 

Dedication of  
Welcome & Accessibility Project 

Entry Way 
 

(see photos on next page to learn about our progress so far) 

 
———————————— 

 
 

In our next edition of 
 

THE CHIMES 

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2022 

 

 

 

 
Services and events for late Fall,  

and the seasons of Advent, Christmas, & Epiphany 

NOVEMBER 
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Welcome & Accessibility Project Progress 
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St. Timothy’s Staff & Vestry Members 
 
Parish Staff 
 

 The Very Rev. Dr. Bonnie McCrickard, Rector 
 Luke Staisiunas, Organist & Choir Director 
 Janice Fetscher, Parish Administrator 
 Mark Sullivan, Sexton 
 
2022 Vestry: 
 

 Ken Burgess; Bob Campbell - Property Chair; Kim Eberle-Wang; Ann Greene;  
 John Kracker; Paul LaFollette - Treasurer; Michael Shockey - Secretary;  
 Lynn Tomko - Accounting Warden; Ethel Wesley - Rector’s Warden 
 
Contact us at: 
 

 215-483-1529  
 www.sttimsrox.com  
 sttimothyrox@gmail.com  
 facebook.com/sttimsrox 
 
 

 Rev. Dr. McCrickard is off on Fridays. If you have a pastoral emergency, first contact  
 the church office 215-483-1529. If it is a weekend or after the office is closed at 3:00pm  

5720 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19128 
215-483-1529  sttimothyrox@gmail.com 

The Very Rev. Dr. Bonnie M. McCrickard, Rector 

August 
 

08/02 Pat Killen 
08/08 Barb Texter 
08/09 Nancy Little 
08/10 Jessica Lowe 
08/13 Ken Burgess 
08/15 Ageline Mpofu 
08/17 Alex Ames 
08/20 Carl Knapp, Sr. 
 

 

   Anniversaries 
 

August September October 

08/07 Bob Tate & Ann Greene 09/21 Curt & Ginny Kaufmann 10/09  Bob & Barb Texter 
08/18 Ralph & Claire Morgan   10/23 Joe & Janet Szeliga 
    10/17 Rob & Pat Grow 
    10/28 Brian & Heather Sheridan 
    10/28 Rich & Lynn Krueger 

Birthdays  

September 
 

09/12 John Kracker 
09/12 Rob Grow 
09/12 Ralph Morgan 
09/15 Lynn Nedzwecky 
09/20 Ada McCunney 
09/22 Joanne Knapp 
09/13 Ann Greene 
09/26 Judith Hamilton 
09/26 Billy Bailey 
09/30 Jackie Shockey 

St. Timothy’s Birthdays & Anniversaries 

October 
 

10/03 Jill Duffy 
10/26 Curt Kaufmann 
10/28 Dan Fitzsimmons 
 
 

 


