
 

 “Building relationships with God, community and one another  
through faith and fellowship.”  

THE CHIMES  
JUNE / JULY  2022  

“You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, 
am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. Then afterwards I will pour out 
my spirit on all flesh…” Joel 2: 26-28a 
  

This prophecy foreshadows the day of Pentecost (June 5), the day that the big red flames appeared on the heads of all 
who were assembled: when “all flesh” received the outpouring of God’s Spirit, without respect to language or color or 
any other human division. All people were deemed worthy vessels for the expansive and overflowing love of God in this 
world, and all who claimed that love for themselves would never again experience shame for being who they were 
created to be. 
  

At St. Timothy’s, we are learning how to be the people Jesus calls us to be, and who we are called to share our lives 
with. It takes courage to live into the fullness of our callings, collectively and individually. Our parish is becoming 
known in our diocese, community, and even regionally as a place of welcome for all kinds of people. I heard it from 
many attendees of the Interfaith Peace Walk for which we were a pilgrimage site on May 22, as they exclaimed how 
wonderful our bells sounded as the Peace Walkers arrived, and how grateful they were for our hospitality and the cold 
bottled water handed out by St. Tim's members. I hear it from our neighbors, who say they visit the churchyard with 
their children to find a sacred, beautiful, green space to explore and enjoy. I hear it from colleagues who say they've 
borrowed ideas from our banners out front to use at their own campuses. And most recently, I hear our inclusiveness 
echoed through St. Tim's sponsorship of the diocesan LGBTQIA+ Committee events coming up during Pride Month in 
June. (see event details below) 
  

The church universal is called to receive the Spirit’s fire again and again, to greet the cleansing and refining of our 
mission as vessels of the One Spirit, even with the knowledge that our vessels are fractured and imperfect. In her recent 
book, "The Church Cracked Open," Rev. Stephanie Spellers points out that the church is long past the point of relying 
on a given role in the life of a community. We must open ourselves up in new ways, take a hard look at what needs to be 
refined or burned away, and release the practices and projects that once held the church together (or so we thought), but 
now often hold us back. In these processes of opening up, we will find ourselves vulnerable. But that kind of authenticity 
is what our world – especially younger generations -- craves to hear from institutions and leaders of all kinds. When we 
bear witness to the unity of humanity, we give permission to others to believe that there is a place for each unique self.  
  

The Holy Spirit will work in us and through us if we allow it, and our prayers are crucial to being prepared to receive 
that work. Come, Holy Spirit, and set us on fire with love for all your people! 
 

My prayers are with you. 
 

 
 

 
  June 11 at 3pm EDT on Zoom: Making the Church Welcoming to LGBTQIA+ and BIPOC People: 
A Conversation with the Rt. Rev. Deon Johnson. He is the first openly gay Black man to serve as the 
diocese’s bishop in its 181-year history. Email LGBTQIA@diopa.org for Zoom link and to register as a 
participant. 
  
  June 26 at 5pm EDT at St. Timothy’s: Evening Prayer Rite II with music. Livestream link available by 
contacting LGBTQIA@diopa.org . 

mailto:LGBTQIA@diopa.org
mailto:LGBTQIA@diopa.org
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THE PHILADELPHIA  
INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK 

- Ethel Wesley 
 
It has been awhile since we have been in contact with PIHN. However, they have been in 
operation throughout 2020, 2021, and 2022. They have been putting clients up in hotels and 
motels since churches have been off-limit because of Covid restrictions. 
 
During the last two years, the organization has had a name change and a change of its director. 
The program is now called "Family Promise of Philadelphia" and its new director is Bob 
Bryne. There have been several  "ZOOM" meeting with the various churches throughout the 
pandemic. Church groups have been supporting this organization financially.  
 
Here is how you can help at this time. Children's clothing and household items are always 
needed. There is a great need at this time for air conditioners and fans. If you are cleaning out 
your closets and have these things to share, feel free to contact Bob Bryne at 
bob@familypromisephl.org He will make arrangements to have someone gather your items.  
 
Remember, we are the hands and feet of the living Lord as we help others. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
- Ethel Wesley 

 
The forty days of Lent came and went and then plans for Easter Sunday was finally here. Many 
hands helped to make Easter Sunday fun for the children in the parish. Thanks to Mike and 
Jackie Shockey for helping to gather the treats for the Easter baskets and filling hundreds of 
plastic eggs. Many thanks to Raylynne, Bobbi, and M.J. for helping too. It was great to have 
Susan Allen and Ralph Morgan help as the eggs needed to be scattered around the church 
grounds. It was a fun and glorious time for all. 
 
The "Sunday on Saturday" class continues each month. In our lessons, we have come to the 
selection of the kings of Israel. It has been a journey with the "wilderness" people as their lead-
ers have changed and so have their demands. We discussed who was in power and what role 
the people have when they have a king. In conclusion - the Israelites had become the people 
they left in Egypt. Read I Kings 10:14-22 to see how much "stuff" one king can accumulate. 
Our next session will be on Saturday, June 18th starting at 10 a.m. 
 
VBuS will once again take place this summer. We will continue the theme of "Being Good 
Stewards Together". Four classes will be held throughout July and August. Activities will in-
clude different types of prayer, games, puzzles, studying a saint each week, music, crafts, and 
of course, snack time. Since it is an intergenerational program, it is open to those 5 and up. 
Come for one lesson or plan to attend all four. The dates are July 20th and 27th and August 3rd 
and 10th. We will begin at 9:15 and conclude by noon. 
 
The spirit is moving as we grow and learn and make connections in the Lord. 

mailto:bob@familypromisephl.org
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Palm Sunday  
Procession 

Easter  
Egg  
Hunt 

Easter Festive  
Coffee Hour 



 

A PRAYER FOR JUNETEENTH 
Originally Posted on June 18, 2020 

 

Juneteenth is the oldest African American celebration of emancipation from slavery. President Abraham 
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation was issued on January 1, 1863, but news of emancipation moved 
slowly. Texas was the most remote of the slave states, and the Emancipation Proclamation was not 
enforced there until two and a half years later, after the Civil War had ended . When the Union army 
arrived in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865 announcing that all “slaves” were free in accordance with 
the Emancipation Proclamation that the last slave experienced freedom. The name of the observance is 
a portmanteau of “June” and “nineteenth”, the date of its celebration.   
 
In 1968, shortly after the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination, his Poor People’s Campaign 
held a Juneteenth Solidarity Day, giving the holiday a new prominence in the civil rights movement. 
From the late nineteenth century through today, typical Juneteenth celebrations across the country 
include parades, speeches by African American community leaders, singing of traditional songs such as 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing,” and dancing. 
 
In honor of the Juneteenth holiday, we offer this Scripture and Prayer for Juneteenth. 
 
Exodus 3:7,9 “ Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have 
heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings. The cry of the Israelites 
has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 
 
1 Corinthians 15: 57 “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Liberating God, we offer a prayer of thanksgiving and praise for your hearing the cries of the oppressed. 
Bless your name for giving us the victory and freedom over slavery.  We in gratitude unite all of our 
hearts to reflect on where you have bought us from. As we enter this Juneteenth holiday celebration let 
us remember all of our ancestors who longed to see this day come. Let us sing songs of joy and 
celebration. God thank you for the freedoms we experience, let us not take for granted at what cost we 
experience it.  May we fill the land with songs of joy and thanksgiving in celebration in remembering 
your saving grace. 
 
Oh amazing and gracious God, may we all give a moment of silence to “breathe your breath of life”. 
And  In all our times of tribulation and suffering you enabled us to endure, to build character as a 
people and may we continue the fight for full liberation for all people, for our indigenous siblings. 
Loving Parent, and always grounded in a hope that did not disappoint. Your abiding love freed us and 
continues to free us for the sake of your love. May we as a people begin to heal and be reconciled to 
each other freely in love and justice. 
 
Lord, we can’t fully celebrate while others are in need of liberation from poverty and persecution. We 
cry out on behalf of the families separated at our borders, as children who are detained in cages cry out 
for their parents. Send your word, oh God to save and free them. 
 
And Lord after a time of celebrating, give us the strength, motivation, fortitude and courage to continue 
to fight for social justice, equity, and to dismantle all systems of oppression and supremacy. In hopes 
that we all shall overcome one day.  Amen. 
 
Rev. Babette Chatman 
University Campus Pastor 
Augsburg University, Minneapolis, MN 
https://www.augsburg.edu/campusministry/2020/06/18/a-prayer-for-juneteenth/ 
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https://www.augsburg.edu/campusministry/2020/06/18/a-prayer-for-juneteenth/


 

 

Mark your calendars for St. Timothy’s 
 
 

VBuS 
 
 

July 20,  July 27,  August 3,  August 10 
(4) Wednesdays  -  Join us for 1 day or all 4! 

 

9:15am - Noon 
 
 
 

This years theme: 

“Bring Good Stewards Together” 
 
 
 

Our Intergenerational Program is open to those 5 yrs. and 
up! 

 
 

Activities for all ages including different types of prayer, 
games, puzzles, studying a saint each day, music, crafts and 

of course snack time! 
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CELEBRATE JULY 4TH WITH ST. TIMOTHY’S  
 
 
We invite you to come out to St. Timothy’s for the 
annual 4th of July Parade, up Lyceum Avenue. We will 
meet at the parish by 8:30am and walk over to 
Manayunk Avenue to take our place in the parade.  
 
 
 
 

 
Following the parade, at 11am, join us back at St. 
Timothy’s for our annual Parish Gathering on the 
front lawn. Enjoy music by the Phillip Bennet 
Band, with our own Ann Greene, food, and good 
company!  
 

SUMMER SHARE 
- The Very Rev. Dr. Bonnie McCrickard 

 
If you read the cover of this edition of the Chimes, you know I've been reading 
"The Church Cracked Open" by Rev. Stephanie Spellers. This book is im-
portant for the future of the ministry of the Episcopal Church, and I'd love to 
share it with you. 
 
Would you like to read along with me over the summer?  
 
You can get the book from Uncle Bobbie's in Germantown (unclebobbies.com) 
if you want to support a local Black-owned bookstore, or order it from most 
online retailers. E-reader version is available, too. Then drop me a line 
at sttimsrector14@gmail.com and let me know if you're reading Spellers' book. 
Hopefully, we can get a book discussion going this fall! 
 
 

http://unclebobbies.com/
mailto:sttimsrector14@gmail.com
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A Father’s Day Prayer 

 
For fathers everywhere, 

who have given us life and love, 
that we may show them respect and love. 
Holy God, hear this prayer for our fathers. 

 

For fathers who have lost a child through death, 
that their faith may give them hope, 

and their family and friends support and console them 
Holy God, hear this prayer for our fathers who mourn. 

 

For men, though without children of their own, 
have acted as fathers and have nurtured and cared for us. 

Holy God, hear this prayer for our father figures. 
 

For step-fathers who have assumed that role with love and joy, 
who have loved the children of another as their own, 

and created a new family. 
Holy God, hear this prayer for step-fathers. 

 

For adoptive fathers, who have claimed the orphan 
and loved the once unwanted as a precious gift from God. 

Holy God, hear this prayer for adoptive fathers. 
 

For fathers who have been unable to be a source of strength, 
who have not responded to the needs of their children, 

and have not sustained their families. 
Holy God, have mercy on absentee fathers. 

 

For fathers who struggle with temptation, violence, or addiction. 
For those who do harm, and for those whom they have harmed. 

Holy God, have mercy on fathers that struggle. 
 

For new fathers, full of hope. 
For long-time fathers, full of wisdom. 

For all the fathers yet to be, and fathers soon to be. 
Holy God, hear our prayers for the fathers of your Church. 

 

For those who have shaped our lives 
Without claim to family or kinship. 

For those who have taught us, guided us 
Shaped us and molded us into servants of Christ our Lord. 

Holy God, hear our prayer for the fathers of our faith. 
 

For our fathers who have died, 
That they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Holy God, hear this prayer for the fathers we continue to love but see no longer. 
 

God our father, in your wisdom and love you made all things. 
Bless all fathers, and strengthen them to be examples of your love. 

Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 
 

Grant that we, their sons and daughters, 
may give thanks for all our fathers have done for us, 

and honor them always with a spirit of profound respect. 
 

And grant that we may offer compassion and forgiveness  
for the ways in which they have sometimes failed us. 

 

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 — adapted by Robb McCoy from the United Methodist Book of Worship, page 441. 
https://www.churchsp.org/fathersdayprayer2/ 
From St. Peter's Episcopal Church, Port Royal, VA 

https://www.churchsp.org/fathersdayprayer2/
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St. Timothy’s Staff & Vestry Members 
 
Parish Staff 
 

 The Very Rev. Dr. Bonnie McCrickard, Rector; Janice Fetscher, Parish Administrator;  
 Mark Sullivan, Sexton 
 
2022 Vestry: 
 

 Ken Burgess; Bob Campbell - Property Chair; Kim Eberle-Wang; Ann Greene;  
 John Kracker; Paul LaFollette - Treasurer; Michael Shockey - Secretary;  
 Lynn Tomko - Accounting Warden; Ethel Wesley - Rector’s Warden 
 
Contact us at: 
 

 215-483-1529  
 www.sttimsrox.com  
 sttimothyrox@gmail.com  
 facebook.com/sttimsrox 
 
 

 Rev. Dr. McCrickard is off on Fridays. If you have a pastoral emergency, first contact  
 the church office 215-483-1529. If it is a weekend or after the office is closed at 3:00pm  
 on weekdays, please call 215-530-9878. 

5720 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19128 
215-483-1529  sttimothyrox@gmail.com 

The Very Rev. Dr. Bonnie M. McCrickard, Rector 

June 
 

6/01  Drew Pownall 
         Kate Evans 
6/15  Avery Sheridan  
6/21  Susan Allen 
6/23  Hoau-Yan Wang  
6/27  Carl M. Knapp  
6/30  Lynn Tomko      
 
 

 

   Anniversaries 
 

June  

06/2  Nancy & John LIttle 
July 
7/11  Carl & Joanne Knapp 
7/26  Catherine & Kate Evans 

Birthdays  

July 
07/02  Janet Szeliga  
07/03  Mary Wood  
07/07  Sonia Blake 
07/09  Avalynn Hutchinson 
07/10  Bonnie McCrickard 
07/11  Molly Bevenour 
07/17  Paul LaFollette 
07/20  Linda Vitale 
07/24  Judy Van Buskirk 
07/25  William Moore  

St. Timothy’s Birthdays & Anniversaries 


