
 

 “Building relationships with God, community and one another  
through faith and fellowship.”  

THE CHIMES  
NOVEMBER / DECEMBER  2022  

“If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough.”  
– Meister Eckhart 

 
I love this time of year, when we still have a bit of blue skies and bright leaves around 
us, yet the holiday season is about to “ramp” up! Beginning Nov. 6 our ramped 
entryway on the south side will be open for business (pending some last details), and 
we can safely welcome more folks into our beautiful space for Sundays, 
Christmastime, and beyond. We now have gloriously full-sounding organ music to 
enrich our worship, thanks to our new musician. And our bells are once again ringing 
out hymns on Sunday mornings. I want to express my gratitude to the leaders of this 
parish and all who have offered labors of love, time, and financial support to bring us to 
this point in St. Timothy’s history.  
 
Gratitude is something that we hear a lot about, and with good reason: it costs us 
nothing but time and maybe a little postage, yet pays big dividends. Researchers at 
U.Penn and elsewhere have demonstrated that giving and receiving thank you notes 
and little “pep talks” can bring positive effects even months later, and that feelings of 
gratefulness can motivate students to help others around them. Beyond our feelings 
and our expressions of thanks toward others, Christians know that everything we 
receive is from God, to whom our ultimate thanks belongs. 
 
Cultivating practices of gratitude is part of our daily work because it does not come 
naturally. Yet the growth we experience through those practices is another way God’s 
gifts keep on giving!  
 
Some folks use a gratitude journal, others set up a space at home that’s stocked with 
thank you notes and stamps. Others use Pinterest or Twitter to give “shout outs” in a 
more public way. Perhaps the most important way that we, as followers of Jesus can 
show our thanks is to pray: it doesn’t have to be fancy, flowery, or even long. The key 
is to give thanks OFTEN, because the more we thank God, the more we see what we 
are thankful for.  
 
I am deeply thankful to God for St. Timothy’s, and for the opportunity to share this 
ministry with you all.  
 
God’s Peace, 
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Dear Friends of St. Timothy’s Church:      October 2022 
 
 In a time of economic uncertainty, it is completely natural to be protective of our resources, monetary 
and otherwise. Like squirrels burying nuts for the winter, we want to make sure we have enough to get 
through to spring and beyond, and we know that many people live only one paycheck away from finan-
cial turmoil. This is the world we inhabit.  
 Yet Jesus tells us another story, one of abundance and trust in the One who made us. We are worth 
more than many sparrows (or squirrels, or nuts!). We are given what we need, we are cared for just like 
the lilies of the field. We are given good work to do and a community in which to accomplish it. Trusting 
that God will provide for us is necessary for our hearts to accept that abundance. But that kind of trust 
takes effort and practice! 
 St. Timothy’s lives and breathes today thanks to the practice of our forebears making regular contri-
butions from their own resources. Its ministries continue because YOU give of yourselves to make them 
happen. So if you’re looking for inspiration, an invitation to be generous to those who need our help 
NOW and who will come after us in the FUTURE, here are some words of wisdom from parishioners: 

The habit of giving one's time and talent to your church started long ago when I was a young child. My 
grandparents set the example for me and it became part of who I was as a teenager, as I was as a young 
adult, and now in my older years. My grandparents felt that you showed your love of God and your fellow 
man (woman) and your belief in spreading the gospel by contributing to your church. My love for this par-
ish and my love of Christ are some of the reasons why I give of my time and talents to St. Timothy's 
Church. 

I give my time to St Timothy's because in addition to going to church to connect with God and be remind-
ed of how to walk as a Christian, I feel part of a family and something bigger! The beautiful church, read-
ings, thought provoking sermons and singing of the choir makes for an uplifting service.  I find connection 
with the people as they have always been kind, warm and welcoming. I strongly believe in and support all 
the good community work that we do to support others locally and beyond!  I know I am called to love my 
neighbor and I can do that through St Timothy's! 

I contribute my time and talent to St. Tim’s because I find that I get more out of it than I put in.  This may 
sound selfish, but consider: 

I get to know my colleagues better than I would otherwise. 

I get to watch experts in fields far from my own solve problems far removed from my own experience. 

I get to be exposed to ideas and opinions other than my own. 

I get to have my own opinions questioned, and sometimes modified. 

And all of these benefits cost me nothing but the time I invest -- time that would quite likely have been 
spent on less worthy endeavors if not here. 

5720 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19128 

215-483-1529  sttimothyrox@gmail.com 

The Very Rev. Dr. Bonnie M. McCrickard, Rector 

mailto:sttimothyrox@gmail.com
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I give to this parish my time because I have lived longer than I expected to. I died into Christ. I give to this 
parish my talent for making trouble because I believe in being brave and smart. And I give this parish my 
treasure to encourage tithing and build up my treasure in heaven. 
 
I give of my time, talent and treasure out of love for God and my Church Family and our rich heritage. 
 
We are blessed with the hope expressed in these messages. Let these blessings overflow into your heart, 
and give thanks to God for St. Timothy’s! 
 
Gratefully, 
 

St. Timothy’s Stewardship Committee 

 

Ready to give RIGHT NOW? Go to https://www.sttimsrox.com/giving-1  

or scan our QR code   

 

Want to support outreach into the local community and beyond? https://www.sttimsrox.com/local-
outreach-opportunities 

Check out what’s happening and what we’re talking about: http://www.facebook.com/sttimsrox 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
2023 COMMITMENT CARD  

 
 

Name:   ______________________________________________Phone: _____________________ 
 

 (check one):     I would like Envelopes   
 

                         I would like a Giving Number 
 

        (Envelopes or a giving number is necessary in order to provide a tax receipt.) 
 

My total gift as a participant in the ministry of St. Timothy’s for the year 2023 is $__________ 
 

I will be paying a portion of this (circle one): 
 
        Weekly          Monthly          Single yearly payment 

 
Please return on or before November 20, 2022 

https://www.sttimsrox.com/giving-1
file:///C:/Users/Janice/Desktop/%3f%20https:/www.sttimsrox.com/local-outreach-opportunities
file:///C:/Users/Janice/Desktop/%3f%20https:/www.sttimsrox.com/local-outreach-opportunities
http://www.facebook.com/sttimsrox


 

                                                   

AROUND  THE  DIOCESE 
- Ethel Wesley 

 
On Tuesday, September 13th, I attended a meeting about "church safety" with Michael and Jackie 
Shockey. This meeting was held at the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas in the Overbrook 
section of the city. A Philadelphia police detective presented information about how to keep your 
church facility safe in this day and age. It was both interesting and a bit scary to hear about the 
safety measures we should be considering at this time. A video helped to explain the various points 
he wanted to make. We were made aware that the ushers are the first to see anything unusual on a 
Sunday morning. Ushers can spot strange behaviors or mannerisms of guests visiting our houses of 
worship. Next, the detective made the point that we should know where all the exits, light switches, 
and large areas are in our church buildings.  People with keys should know which ones open doors 
throughout the church and parish hall. There was time for "questions and answers" following the 
presentation. This event certainly opened our eyes to a new reality facing God's people in their 
places of worship and the ways we need to protect each other. 
 
 
 
 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION  -  2022 

- Ethel Wesley 
 
On October 21st and October 22nd, the diocese gathered for Eucharist and convention at the 
Philadelphia Cathedral at 38th and Chestnut Streets for the 239th time since the creation of this 
diocese.  The event was both in-person and virtual again this year. The deputies had  an opportunity 
to meet and greet each other, sing together, view short videos about the work being done around the 
diocese, and vote for delegates in various categories and to vote on different resolutions. We also 
were introduced to the new priests working here and acknowledged those completing their seminary 
studies and those studying to become deacons in this diocese.   
 
The work of the convention was to pass the 2023 budget, to fill vacant positions on different 
committees, and to select those who will represent this diocese in 2024 at the next General 
Convention. Mother Bonnie will once again be a clergy deputy for this event. Other issues before 
the convention were salary concerns and a resolution to give a monthly stipend to those who are 
vocational deacons, The amount is small, but the deacons will now be able to apply for a church 
pension. Also, a revision on how voting will be done in the future was passed, the date for audit 
reports was changed from June 15th to September 1st, and the resolution for affirming and 
welcoming the LGBTQIA 2S+ community was presented by Mother Bonnie and was passed by the 
deputies. This resolution creates and provides skilled pastoral support in every parish for this 
community.  
 
Bishop Gutierrez addressed the convention with words of how God is working in our diocese. He 
had words of praise and thanksgiving for the clergy, his staff, the cathedral personnel, and the laity 
who work to spread the message of hope and salvation in this difficult time. He has declared this a 
year of "Jubilee" bringing joy and hope into a troubled world. The bishop reminded us that Jesus is 
the answer the world is seeking. He wants all of us to make the light "visible" for all to see. 
 
The convention ended in prayer and song as the deputies departed for home and to their own 
parishes. It was a pleasure to work beside Bob Campbell and Mother Bonnie. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
- Ethel Wesley 
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FAMILY ART DAY 
- in cooperation with Sista2Sista Communal Art Project 

 

Visit Opportunity, Inc. on YouTube and click on “Hands of Compassion” to see St. Tim’s 
communal art in progress!  
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Lessons & Carols by Gaslight 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An Epiphany Service at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church in Roxborough 
 

Friday, January 6, 2023 | 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. | 5720 Ridge Ave., Philadelphia, 19128 
 
Built in 1862-63, St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church in Roxborough is one of very few buildings in the 
City of Philadelphia with functioning Victorian gaslights, and every year, the church sanctuary is 
beautifully “greened”—that is, decorated with traditional pine garlands.  Join St. Timothy’s and the 
LGBTQIA+ Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania for a festive Lessons & Carols 
service to celebrate the 12th Day of Christmas and The Epiphany.   
 
Prior to the service, center yourself in the spirit of the season with prayerful and meditative Celtic harp 
music. The Lessons & Carols service emphasizing congregational singing begins at 6:30 p.m. We will 
then gather for hors d’oeuvres, and desserts. In keeping with the Epiphany theme of bringing gifts to 
the newborn Christ, conversation during the reception will focus on the gifts we as Episcopalians bring 
to the causes of inclusivity and justice, in our church and beyond. 
 
6:00 – 6:30 - Prelude: Celtic harp meditations 
6:30 – 7:30 - Lessons & Carols Service 
7:30 – 8:00 - Reception with hot cider, wine & hors d’oeuvres  
 
This service is sponsored by St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church in collaboration with the LGBTQIA+ 
Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

Christmas Flowers in Memory and Honor 
 
Each Christmas, St. Timothy’s Parish Altars and Shrines are 
decorated with the quiet beauty of flowers, offered in memory of 
loved ones or in thanksgiving for God’s Blessings. 
 
If you would like to donate flowers, please email or send your list 
of memorials for deceased family members and friends, as well as 
thanksgivings for blessings received, to the parish office by 
Monday, December 12th. These names will appear on our 
Christmas memorial listing on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
 
Please send your donation for the flowers by check, payable to “St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church”, Note: "Christmas Flowers" on the memo line.  Mail to: St. Timothy’s 
Episcopal Church at 5720 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19128-1734 and mark the 
envelope “Attn: Altar Guild”. 
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Blessing of Welcome & Accessibility Ramp 
 

Sunday, November 6th 
 

BLESSING OF THE RAMP will be held at the conclusion of our  10:30 a.m. 
service, followed by a Special Coffee Hour. 
 
There is still time to donate toward the completion of this project! Go to 
sttimsrox.com and click on “Give.” 

ADVENT / CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE  
 

 

Dec. 14 7:00 p.m.   Cookie Exchange in Parish Hall 
 

Dec. 18 11:30 a.m. Greening of the Church  
           followed by lunch 
 

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve  
                10:10 p.m.  Carols & Hymns 
             10:30 p.m.  Christmas Eve Service 
 

Dec. 25  9:30 a.m.  Christmas Day Service 
 

Jan. 6  6:00 p.m.  Epiphany Lessons & Carols 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Annual Parish Meeting - January 29, 2023 
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    Simple Challah Recipe  
Ingredients  

1 package dry yeast  
1 cup warm water  
1 1/2 tablespoons honey  
1 teaspoon salt  
3 eggs plus 1 extra egg yolk  
3 1/2 cups flour plus some extra  
 

Directions  
1.  Break three eggs into a small bowl. Beat them slightly with the fork. Set aside.  
2.  Put the warm water and yeast into the large bowl. Stir with the wooden spoon until the yeast is 
 dissolved. (The yeast is what will make the bread rise.)  
3. Add honey and salt to the water and yeast. Stir until dissolved.  
4.  Add the three beaten eggs to the big bowl mixture. Stir in.  
5.  Add the 3 1/2 cups of flour, a little at a time, and stir into the liquid. The dough will be very 
 sticky.  
6.  Sprinkle cutting board with some flour. Place the dough on the board, and knead the  
 dough for five  minutes. Since it's so sticky, use just your fingers (not your whole hands).  
7.  Put the dough back into the large bowl and cover it with the damp cloth. The cloth will keep 

the dough  from drying out as it rises. Leave it alone for two hours.  
8.  When you look at it again, the dough will have become much bigger! With your fingers, push  
 the dough  back down to a smaller size (so it is about the same size as when you made the  
 dough in the first place).  
9.  Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.  
10.  Put the dough back onto the floured cutting board, and divide it into three equal portions.  
11.  Here's where you braid the dough (this is what makes a challah look like a challah!). Sprinkle  

 some extra  flour on each portion of dough to make it a little less sticky. Roll or pull each piece 
 to make a tube of  dough about 12" to 15" long. Lay the three tubes next to each other, then 
 braid them. To do this, cross  the right one over the middle one (so the tube that WAS the right 
 one is now the middle one). Then  cross the left one over the middle one (so the tube that WAS 
 the left one is now the middle one). Keep  doing this until it's all braided.  

12.  Put the braided dough onto the cookie sheet.  
13.  The last step before cooking is to cover the dough in one egg yolk. To do so, gently crack a 

fourth egg,  and pry apart the two halves with your thumbs, making sure to keep the egg in the 
two half-shells. Then  pour the egg yolk from half to half, letting as much egg white as possible 
dribble out each time into a  small bowl. Eventually, you'll have just the yolk in one shell.  

14. When you've done that, put the yolk into a different small bowl. Break the yolk with your fingers, 
 smoosh it around, the finger-paint the top of the dough with the yolk. This will make it brown 
 nicely. 15. Using oven mitts, put the dough into the oven. Cook for 35-45 minutes. While you 
 wait, read about the  History of Hanukkah on the back of this recipe!  
16.  At the 35-minute mark, check to see if it's done by looking at it (it should be a nice golden 

brown) and  by tapping it with a spoon (it should be crusty). If it's not quite done, put it back 
in the oven for five  minutes.  

17. When it's all ready, use your oven mitts to remove the baking pan and bread from the oven.  
18.  Clean up the kitchen before you enjoy your food. That way, when you're done, your challah 
 will have  cooled off. 



 PAGE 9                                                                                T HE CH I MES                                          N OVEMBER/DECEMBE R 2022  

History of Hanukkah  
 

Although according to Jewish custom Hanukkah is considered a “minor” Jewish 
festival, today it ranks—along with Passover and Purim—as one of the most 
beloved Jewish holidays, full of light and joy and family celebration.  
 

Unlike many Jewish holidays, Hanukkah (also known as the Festival of Lights) is 
not mentioned in the Bible. The historical events upon which the celebration is 
based are recorded in Maccabees I and II, two books contained within a later 
collection of writings known as the Apocrypha.  
 

In the year 168 B.C.E., the Syrian king Antiochus Epiphanes sent his soldiers 
to Jerusalem. The Syrians desecrated the Temple, the holiest place for Jews at that time. Antiochus also 
abolished Judaism, outlawing the observance of Shabbat and the Festivals, as well as circumcision. Altars and 
idols were set up for the worship of Greek gods, and he offered Jews two options: conversion or death.  
 

On the 25th day of the Hebrew month of Kislev in 168 B.C.E., the Temple was renamed for the Greek god Zeus. 
A Jewish resistance  movement – led by a priestly family known as the Hasmoneans, or Maccabees – developed 
against the cruelty of Antiochus. The head  of the family was Mattathias, an elderly man. His son, Judah, became 
the chief strategist and military leader of the resistance. Though  outnumbered, Judah Maccabee and his fighters 
miraculously won two major battles, routing the Syrians decisively.  
 

Although historians debate the causes and outcomes of the war in which Judah Maccabee and his followers 
defeated the Syrian armies  of Antiochus, there is no doubt that Hanukkah evokes stirring images of Jewish valor 
against overwhelming odds. Other themes of the  holiday include the refusal to submit to the religious demands of 
an empire practicing idolatry, the struggle against total assimilation into  Greek culture and loss of Jewish identity, 
and the fight for Jewish political autonomy and self-determination.  
 

Hanukkah, which means “dedication,” is the festival that commemorates the purification and rededication of 
the Temple following the  Greek occupation of that holy place. Today, the holiday reminds Jews to rededicate 
themselves to keeping alive the flame of Jewish  religion, culture, and peoplehood so that it may be passed on 
to the next generation.  
 

THE MIRACLE OF THE OIL   
Originally, the eight-day holiday was intended to parallel the eight-day festival of Sukkot. The Books of the 
Maccabees made no  mention of the legend concerning a small jar of oil that unexpectedly lasted for eight days. 
Only centuries after the Maccabees’ defeat of  the Syrians did the story of the jar of oil – which has come to be 
associated with Hanukkah – appear in the Talmud.  
 

According to the legend, when the Maccabees entered the Temple and began to reclaim it from the Greeks, they 
immediately relit the  ner tamid, which burned constantly in the Temple and has a parallel in our synagogues to 
this day. In the Temple, they found a single jar  of oil, which was sufficient for only one day. The messenger who 
was sent to secure additional oil took eight days to complete his  mission, and miraculously, the single jar of oil 
continued to burn until his return. The rabbis of the Talmud attributed the eight days of  Hanukkah to the miracle 
of this single jar of oil.  
 

MODERN OBSERVANCE   
Although the practice of lighting the menorah (also called a hanukkiyah) was common throughout much of the 
19th century, North  American Jews tended to neglect most of the other traditions and practices associated with 
the holiday. By the 1920s, however, Jews  increasingly added gift-giving to their Hanukkah celebrations, 
prompting some people to refer to Hanukkah as the "Jewish Christmas."  
 

In some ways, the transformation of Hanukkah was linked to the growth of North American Jewry within its 
unique environment. The  elevation of Hanukkah to a major holiday was partly the result of Jews acculturating 
themselves to a North America that was  overwhelmingly Christian in population and symbols.  
 

Although Hanukkah had become an important holiday among North American Jews by the 1920s, it would be 
incorrect to regard it as  an imitation of Christmas with an emphasis on the exchange of presents. Rather, North 
American Jews use this holiday as a celebration  of family, reinforcing Jewish identity in a place whose population 
may be overwhelmingly Christian but in which Jews feel at home.  Hanukkah, therefore, is a means for North 
American Jews to feel a kinship with their neighbors, while simultaneously asserting their  Jewish distinctiveness. 
 
This year Hanukkah will begin December 18th and end December 26th. 
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Holiday Food Collection for our 
NEIGHBORS 

 
IT'S HOLIDAY MEAL TIME! St. Timothy’s will be collecting 
turkeys and hams for distribution to our neighbors during the 
upcoming holidays. If you earn enough points for a free frozen 
turkey or ham from your grocery store, consider donating them. 
Bring your donation to St. Timothy’s and we will fill our 
refrigerator and freezer for holiday distribution!  
 
We are also collecting shelf-stable foods for our neighbors. Holiday food items as well as 
canned proteins, pantry staples like salt and sugar, cooking oil, spaghetti and sauce, and shelf-
stable milk are especially needed.  
 
Drop off your contributions in Parish Hall on Sundays, or during the week at the church office 
Monday - Friday, 9am to 3pm.  

 

ST. TIMOTHY’S COOKIE EXCHANGE 

Wednesday, December 14th at 7:00 pm   
in Parish Hall 

A sign-up sheet will be posted in Parish Hall.  
Sign-up to bake 8 dozen cookies that will be exchanged in 

person that evening.   
Hot cider, wine and snacks will be available. 

Contact Claire Morgan (romckm@aol.com), for more details. 

 

Philadelphia Interfaith Hospitality Network (PIHN) has a 
new name and look! 

 
 
 
 
 

We invite you to go to their website to learn about the recent changes and latest 
services. 

 

https://www.familypromisephl.org/ 
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A note from Brenda's Cat Rescue 
 

St. Timothy's collected donated items for pets during our St. Francis Fest on Oct. 1. Our thanks 
to Jackie and Michael Shockey for transporting the items where they could be used.  
 

"Thank you so much for delivering the cats' donations to us yesterday. We send deep 
purrs of thanks for your thoughtfulness and for everyone's generosity." 
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St. Timothy’s Staff & Vestry Members 
 
Parish Staff 
 

 The Very Rev. Dr. Bonnie McCrickard, Rector 
 Luke Staisiunas, Organist & Choir Director 
 Janice Fetscher, Parish Administrator 
 Mark Sullivan, Sexton 
 
 
2022 Vestry: 
 

 Ken Burgess; Bob Campbell - Property Chair; Kim Eberle-Wang; Ann Greene;  
 John Kracker; Paul LaFollette - Treasurer; Michael Shockey - Secretary;  
 Lynn Tomko - Accounting Warden; Ethel Wesley - Rector’s Warden 
 
 
Contact us at: 
 

 215-483-1529  
 www.sttimsrox.com  
 sttimothyrox@gmail.com  
 facebook.com/sttimsrox 
 
 

 Rev. Dr. McCrickard is off on Fridays. If you have a pastoral emergency, first contact  
 the church office 215-483-1529. If it is a weekend or after the office is closed at 3:00 p.m.  
 on weekdays, please call 215-530-9878. 

5720 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19128 
215-483-1529  sttimothyrox@gmail.com 

The Very Rev. Dr. Bonnie M. McCrickard, Rector 

November 
  

11/02 Winnie Pierson 
11/02 Pattie Rae Rigler 
11/06 Zack White 
11/07 Bob Campbell 
11/15 Larry Allen 
11/20 Linda Johnston 
11/20 Claire Morgan 
11/21 Evelyn Moore 
11/30  Mark Sullivan 

     Birthdays           Anniversaries 

December  
 

12/04  Maisie Shaw 
12/16  Eve Ramos 
12/17  Pat Grow 
12/18  Donna Backus 
12/20  Sabrina Wang 
12/24  Linda Birch 
12/24  Bill Roberts 
12/30  Larry Birch 

St. Timothy’s Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
11/26   Hoau-Yan & Kim Eberle Wang 
12/29   Steve & Lynn Nedzwecky  

 
 

 


